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addition laryngeal involvement, and the seventh was suffering from 
tuberculous pleurisy with effusion. From seventy-five to one hundred 
and fifty minims of the serum were injected at each dose, and, the 
injections were given every day, every two days, or at longer intervals. 
The results were as follows: (1) the serum did not appear to affect the 
rise of temperature favorably; (2) the sputum often was doubled or 
tripled in quantity after an injection; (3) in several of the patients 
neighboring lesions in lungs or pleura seemed to be caused by the 
treatment; (4) the patients emaciated rapidly in spite of overfeeding. 
For these reasons the treatment was discontinued. Two of the patients 
were living at the time of the report, but the others have died. The 
injections of the serum into inoculated animals seems to produce as 
unfavorable results as upon human beings.—Bulletin de VAcademic de 
Medecine , 1903, No. 39, p. 365. 

Treatment of Croupous Pneumonia with Creosote Carbonate.—D rs. 
J. A. Scott and Charles M. Montgomery claim that while our 
methods of treatment of this disease are more humane and founded 
on a better therapeutic basis, the mortality has not been reduced if 
we take large numbers of cases into consideration. This report is based 
upon sixty-seven patients, of whom ten died, a mortality of 14.9 per 
cent. The amount of the remedy employed was ten to fifteen minims 
m capsules for adults every four hours. Their conclusions are that 
(1) creosote carbonate causes no irritability of the stomach; in no case 
was there vomiting or any disturbance of the digestion; no disturbance 
of the urine was noted. (2) The degree of toxaemia in all cases, barring 
the fatal ones, was mild; this is a difficult point to estimate, the extent 
of lung involved, temperature, etc., haring little or nothing to do with 
it. (3j In the cases treated pseudocrises were common (fifteen), but 
bore no relation to the crises or to the mortality. (4) The mortality 
percentage does not corroborate the unusually low figures reported by 
various observers, nor does it prove that the results were due to the 
treatment, as equally good results have been secured in past years by 
other methods in the same hospital. (5) The study ol the clinical 
effects of this remedy should be continued; the dosage should be 
increased, and the effects on the toxemia should be carefully watched. 
—Therapeutic Gazette, 1903, No. 12, p. 793. 

[The fifth paragraph of these conclusions contains at once a sugges¬ 
tion as to the cause of failure and the method whereby the reporters 
may lessen their mortality percentage. Attention is directed to the 
fact that the dose is to be that required, and inasmuch as apparently no 
harm results from doses many times larger than those cited and the 
degree of toxiemia is difficult to estimate, larger rather than smaller 
doses are advised.—R. W. W.] 

Adrenalin in Typhoid Hemorrhage.— Dr. Graeser reports the his- 
toiy of a female patient, aged thirty-six years, who had a typical attack 
of typhoid fever, associated with a bronchopneumonia, or diffuse bron¬ 
chitis. This patient recovered from the pneumonia, but developed a 
typhoid-like rash and a typical typhoid temperature. Two weeks after 
the onset of the typhoid and one week alter the appearance of the 
roseola, an intestinal hemorrhage took place, which was treated with 
ice, opium, bismuth, and ergot. Bleeding was so extensive as to 



1098 


PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


threaten death, and adrenalin was used, 30 minims, in saline solution, 
every three hours, with the result of a sudden cessation of the bleeding, 
either as coincidental or as causative.— Munchcner mcdicinischc Woch- 
enschrift, 1903, vol. 1. p. 1294. 

Effect of Bismuth Preparations in Therapy — Dr. B. Laquer writes 
that bismuth preparations act, not only mechanically on catarrhal and 
ulcerative conditions of the mucous membrane of the stomach and intes¬ 
tines, but also chemically, as antiseptics. Bismuth and its preparations, 
particularly bismuth protoxide, has a marked catalytic power and is 
capable of diminishing the proteid putrefactive processes in the intes¬ 
tinal tract. Bismuth subnitrate is reduced in the intestine by the action 
of the intestinal juices to bismuth protoxide, which, in part, explains 
its beneficial action.— Archives dc mtdecinc des cnfants, 1903, No. 6, 
p. 340. 

Diet in Constipation.— Dr. Henry F. Hughes, as a result of his 
experience in the Out-patient Department of the Massachusetts General 
Hospital, discusses this question and presents the following table of diet: 
Breakfast: Cereal, with cream and sugar—preferably corn meal, or rye 
and oats; two soft-boiled or scrambled eggs; bread—preferably black 
bread or pumpernickel, or rye bread, with much butter; fruit, apples or 

g rapes. Dinner: Soup—preferably vegetable soup; fish or meat, or 
otii, with salad; vegetables, at least two kinds—preferably spinach, 
cabbage, beets, turnips, potatoes, beans or peas, if desired; dessert 
of rice or bread pudding or custard, including daily a saucer of prunes. 
Supper: Bread and butter; cocoa; cold meat and vegetable salad; 
dessert of stewed fruit, apples or pears or figs. If necessary, include 
a saucer of prunes. Drink at least three pints of water daily.— Boston 
Medical ana Surgical Journal, 1903, vol. cxlix. p. 317. 
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Septic Infection during Labor and the Puerperal State.—M arline 
(Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology of the British Empire, March, 
1904) draws attention to the fact that between the years 1875 and 1895 
the number of deaths from puerperal septic infection in Scotland was 
greater than the mortality had been in what are called pre-antiseptic 
times. He accounts for this from the fact that at that time amesthetics 
were misused and that the free employment of amesthesia led to the 
performance of many unnecessaiy and injurious operations. Anti- 



